Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

]C685 U.S. PTO 


Sir: 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
REQUEST FOR FILING NATIONAL PATENT APPLICATION 

Under 35 USC 111(a) and Rule 53(b) 

PATENT APPLICATION 

WITH SIGNED DECLARATION 



10/17/00 


NONPROVISIONAL 
NON REISSUE 
NON PCT NAT PHASE 


Herewith is the PATENT APPLICATION of 
Inventors): MATSUMOTO 

Title SHUTTER FOR DIGITAL STILL CAMERAS 


u 


so 

iO 


Atty. DkL: 


PM 274443 

SPO-2431 

M# 

Client Ref 


including: 

1 . Specification: 
^Declaration 
illX] Drawings: 


Date: October 17, 2000 

29 pages (only spec, and claims) 2. □ Specification in non-English language 

[>3 Original □ Facsimile/Copy [>3 Abstract \_ page(s); 4_ numbered claims 

□ informal; 


5 sheet(s) 


I formal of size: KIA4 EMr 


i! □ See top first page re prior Provisional, National or International application(s). ("X" box only if info is there and do not 
Jfif* complete corresponding item 5 or 6). (Prior M# SN 


) 


% AMEND the specification please by inserting before the first line: This is a □ Continuation-in-Part 
;Jl □ Divisional □ Continuation □ Substitute Application (MPEP 201 .09) of: 

fta) □ National Appln. No. / filed ,(M# ' ) 

-6(b) □ International Appln. No. filed 


I i . □ ' AMEND the specification by inserting before the first line: -- This application claims the benefit of U.S. 
L j Provisional Application No. 60/ , filed . - 

l4 . Kl Attached is an assignment and cover sheet. Please return the recorded assignment to the undersigned. 
rl, □ Prior application is assigned to 


by Assignment recorded Reel Frame 

1 d FOREIGN priority is claimed under 35 USC 1 1 9(a)-(d)/365(b) based on filing in Japan 


11 (country) 


Application No. 

Filing Date 

Application No. 

Filing Date 

(1) 11-295701 

October 18, 1999 

(2) 




(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


W 


O See 3 rd page for additional priorties 


1 2. (No.) Certified copy (copies): □ attached; □ previously filed (date) 


in U.S. Application No. I filed on 

13. Small entity status 0 □ is not claimed; □ is claimed fPre-filing confirmation required ) 

13(a). □ Attached: (No.) Small Entity Statements) (since 9/8/00 small entity statement(s) not essential to make claim) 


4 

3010,^65^1.000 PAT-102 (UTILITY APPLN.) 10/00 


1 4. DOMESTIC/INTERNATIONAL priority is claimed under 35 USC 1 19(e)/120/365(c) based on the following provisional, 


nonprovisional and/or PCT international application(s): 


Application No. 

Filing Date 

Application No. 

Filing Date 

(1) 


(4) 


(2) 


(5) 


P) 


W 



15. □ This application is being filed under Rule 53(b)(2) since an inventor is named in the enclosed Declaration who was not 
named in the prior application. 

16. □ Attached: 

17. □ Preliminary Amendment: 


THE FOLLOWING FILING FEE IS BASED ON CLAIMS AS FILED LESS ANY ABOVE CANCELLED 



Large/Small Entity 


Fee 
Code 

18. Basic Filing Fee 

$710/$355 

$710 

101/201 

1®. Total Effective Claims 

6 

minus 20 = 

*0 

x$18/$9 = 

+ 0 

103/203 

J2p. Independent Claims 

1 

minus 3 = 

*0 

x$80/$40 = 

+ 0 

102/202 




"If answer is zero or less, enter "0" 



iS1 . If any proper multiple dependent claim (ignore improper) is present , add 
iLeave this line blank if this is a reissue application) 

+ $270/$135 

+ 270 

104/204 

= 22. 



TOTAL FILI 

NG FEE ENCLOSED = 

$980 

i=23. If "non-English" box 2 is X'd, add Rule 17(k) processing fee 

+ $130 

+ 0 

139 

i2A- If "assignment" box 8 is X'd, add recording fee 

+ $40 

+ 40 

581 

25. □ Attached is a Petition/Fee under Rule No. 

+ $130 

+ 0 

122 

m. TOTAL FEE ENCLOSED = 

$1020 


Our Deposit Account No. 03-3975 


Our Deposit A< 
Our Order No. 


61069 

274443 

c# 

m 


CHARGE STATEMENT : The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee specifically authorized hereafter, or any missing or insufficient fee(s) filed, or 
asserted to be filed, or which should have been filed herewith or concerning any paper filed hereafter, and which may be required under Rules 16-18 (missing or 
insufficient fee only ) now or hereafter relative to this application and the resulting Official document under Rule 20, or credit any overpayment, to our 
Account/Order Nos. shown above for which purpose a duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

This CHARGE STATEMENT does not authorize charge of the issue fee until/unless an issue fee transmittal form is filed. 


Pillsbury Madison & Sutro LLP 
Intellectual Property Group 


1 1 00 New York Avenue, NW 
Ninth Floor 

Washington, DC 20005-3918 
Tel: (202) 861-3000 
GLK/ded 


ByAtty: G. Lloyd Knight 


Reg. No. 17698 


Sig: 


Fax: (202) 822-0944 

Tel: (202) 861-3090 


NOTE: File in duplicate with 2 post card receipts (PAT-103) & attachments 


30107365_1.DOC 


PAT-102 (UTILITY APPLN.) 10/00 


APPLICATION UNDER UNITED STATES PATENT LAWS 

Atty. Dkt. No. PM 274443 

(M#) 

Invention: SHUTTER FOR DIGITAL STILL CAMERAS 
Inventor (s): Junichi MATSUMOTO 


Pillsbury Madison & Sutro LLP 
Intellectual Property Group 
1 1 00 New York Avenue, NW 
Ninth Floor 

Washington, DC 20005-3918 

Attorneys 
Telephone: (202)861-3000 


This is a: 

□ Provisional Application 
Regular Utility Application 

□ Continuing Application 

S The contents of the parent are incorporated 
by reference 

□ PCT National Phase Application 

□ Design Application 

□ Reissue Application 

□ Plant Application 

□ Substitute Specification 

Sub. Spec Filed 

in App. No. / 

□ Marked up Specification re 

Sub. Spec, filed 

In App. No / 


SPECIFICATION 


30107477_1.DOC 


PAT-100 7/00 


- 1 - 


SHUTTER FOR DIGITAL STILL CAMERA 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a motor-driven shutter 
for digital still cameras enabled to photograph by using a 
5 small-diameter aperture instead of a proper exposure aperture 
by the action of two relatively operating shutter blades. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Generally, there are two kinds of lens shutters for digital 
still cameras, which are called "a normally closed shutter" and 

10 "a normally open shutter" . Between these shutters , the normally 
open shutter is adapted so that when a power supply switch is 
closed, shutter blades are in a fully opened state, and an image 
of an object can be observed on the screen of a monitor, and that 
when the release button of the camera is depressed, photographing 

15 is started by supplying a photographing start signal to an image 
pickup device. Further, usually, the photographing is finished 
when an exposure aperture is closed by causing the shutter blades 
to perform a closing operation according to a photographing end 
signal, instead of supplying the photographing end signal to the 

20 image pickup device. Thereafter, upon completion of transfer 
of an imaging signal to a storage device during the closed state 
of the shutter blades, the shutter blades are reset to a fully 
opened state again. Thus, the camera gets ready for the next 
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photographing. Additionally, a sequence of such operations of 
the shutter blades is performed by a motor. 

Meanwhile, among digital still cameras, there is known a 
camera having a diaphragm blade. In this case, there are two 
5 types of diaphragm mechanisms. One is adapted to have a 

plurality of diaphragm blades and enabled to continuously change 
the diameter of an exposure aperture. The other is adapted to 
selectively enter a preliminarily prepared aperture of a 
predetermined diameter into a proper exposure aperture. In 
10 either of the cameras respectively having the diaphragm 

mechanisms of these types, there are two manners of performing 
a diameter control operation. One is to start an exposure 
aperture control operation in a stage in which a power supply 
switch is closed. The other is to perform the exposure aperture 
15 control operation after the release button is depressed, and 
before photographing is started. Moreover, recently, in most 
of the cameras, a diaphragm mechanism is actuated by a motor. 

Furthermore, there has been developed a motor for actuating 
the shutter blade and the diaphragm blade in this manner, which 
20 is previously called "an iris motor" and recently called "a 
moving magnet motor" . This motor is configured so that an output 
pin (or driving pin) extending in parallel with a rotation shaft 
of a rotor constituted by a permanent magnet (usually, a two-pole 
permanent one) is integrally formed therewith in a radial 
25 position of the rotor, and that the rotor can be turned by an 
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angle within a predetermined range in a direction corresponding 
to a direction in which a current is supplied to a stator coil. 
Further, this motor can be manufactured at low cost and 
miniaturized still more and reduce power consumption, as 
5 compared with a stepping motor. 

Although a moving magnet motor is advantageous in cost 
reduction, miniaturization, and power consumption reduction 
over a stepping motor, it is disadvantageous for the cost 
reduction and miniaturization of the camera that a motor for 

10 actuating the shutter blade is provided separately from a motor 
for actuating the diaphragm blade. Thus, preferably, it is 
sufficient for a camera to have only a single moving magnet motor . 
Moreover, desirably, the shutter blade is enabled to serve as 
the diaphragm blade, instead of providing the shutter blade and 

15 the diaphragm blade separately from each other. Thus, there are 
expectations for the emergence of a shutter preferably 
configured so that two shutter blades relatively actuated by a 
single moving magnet motor serve as diaphragm blades, that the 
stopped state of the shutter blades is maintained at an exposure 

20 aperture regulating position corresponding to a small-diameter 
exposure aperture instead of the proper exposure aperture at 
least during photographing since a moment just before the 
photographing is started, and that the shutter blades are closed 
from the exposure aperture regulating position when the 

25 photographing is finished. The present invention relates to a 
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shutter for digital still cameras having such configuration. 

Meanwhile, to actuate the shutter blades serving as the 
diaphragm blade by a single moving magnet motor, the shutter 
should be adapted so that the shutter blades are reliably stopped 
5 at least at three positions, namely, a fully opened position, 
an exposure aperture regulating position, and a closed position. 
This is achieved, namely, these positions, at which the shutter 
blades are stopped, are reliably maintained by satisfying the 
following requirements. That is, among the three positions, at 

10 the fully opened position, the stator coil of the motor is 

energized so that the shutter blades are operated in an opening 
direction in which these blades are opened. Further, at the 
closed position, the stator coil is energized so that the shutter 
blades are operated in a closing direction in which these blades 

15 close. Moreover, at each of the three positions, the rotor or 
each of the shutter blades is made to abut against a stopper. 

However, such a shutter has a drawback in that when the 
energization of the stator coil is once interrupted, the rotor 
can freely rotate and thus, the position of the rotor is not 

20 determined. Therefore, to reliably maintaining the fully 

opened position and the closed position of the rotor even when 
the energization of the stator coil is interrupted, it is 
sufficient that a plurality of magnetic material members are 
arranged in such a manner as to face the peripheral surface of 

25 each of the magnetic poles of the rotor, that an attractive force 
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acting between the magnetic material members due to the magnetic 
force of the rotor provides torque to the rotor, and that the 
stopper prevents the rotor from rotating. Further, in the case 
of the shutter configured in such a manner, it is sufficient to 
5 energize the stator coil only when the shutter blades are 

actuated. Thus, this shutter has an advantage in that the power 
consumption can be reduced. 

Further, even in the case that the stopped state of the 
shutter blades can be maintained at the fully opened position 

10 and the closed position by configuring the shutter in such a 
manner, it is very difficult to reliably stop each of the shutter 
blades at the exposure aperture regulating position. That is, 
as described above, in the case of using this kind of the motor, 
when the energization of the stator coil thereof is interrupted, 

15 the stopped position of the rotor cannot be determined. Thus, 
it is considered that the stopped state of the rotor is maintained 
at the exposure aperture regulating position by energizing the 
stator coil thereby to provide torque to the rotor and by causing 
the spring member to prevent the rotor from rotating. However, 

20 in such a case, the energization of the stator coil should be 
continued so as to maintain the exposure aperture regulating 
position. Furthermore, when the shutter blades are closed from 
the exposure aperture regulating position, the shutter blades 
should be operated against the pushing force of the spring 

25 member. Thus, this requires a larger amount of electric power 
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than that required to turn the rotor from the fully opened 
position to the exposure aperture regulating position. 
Consequently, this shutter has a drawback in that the power 
consumption is increased. 
5 Thus, it is considered as another method that the position 

of the rotor is regulated by sandwiching a driving pin, which 
is integrally formed with the rotor, between two spring members 
respectively having pushing forces that act in different 
directions, or between both end portions of a torsion spring. 

10 However, in such a case, the rotor should be operated against 
the pushing force of each sprig both when the shutter blades are 
caused to perform the opening operation, and when the shutter 
blades are caused to perform the closing operation. Therefore, 
the power consumption of the shutter is not sufficiently reduced 

15 on the whole. Furthermore, in such a case, it is difficult to 
manufacture the shutter so that the rotor reliably stands still 
at the predetermined position. Even in the case that the shutter 
can be manufactured so that the rotor can stand still at the 
predetermined position, the rotor cannot be reliably held at the 

20 predetermined position owing to the fitting tolerance of a 

connecting portion between the driving pin of the rotor and the 
shutter blade. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
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provide a shutter for digital still cameras, which is suitable 
for reducing the cost, size and power consumption, and which has 
a single motor of the type being capable of determining the 
direction of rotation of the rotor thereof according to a 
5 direction of flow of electric current supplied to a stator coil 
uses a driving pin integrally provided with the rotor to thereby 
cause two relatively operating shutter blades to perform opening 
and closing operations and is enabled by an extremely simple 
configuration to maintain the stopped state of each shutter blade 

10 at the three positions, namely, the fully opened position, the 
exposure aperture regulating position, and the closed position 
even when a stator coil is not energized. 

To achieve the foregoing object, according to an aspect of 
the present invention, there is provided a shutter for digital 

15 still cameras, which comprises a motor having a rotor constituted 
by a two-pole permanent magnet integrally provided with a driving 
pin at a radial position thereof in such a manner as to extent 
in parallel with a rotation shaft thereof that reciprocatingly 
moves by a predetermined rotational angle from an initial 

20 position correspondingly to a direction, in which electric 

current is supplied to a stator coil, two shutter blades being 
operative to relatively operate together with the driving pin 
and to perform operations of opening and closing the exposure 
aperture, a plurality of magnetic holding means, disposed 

25 separately from one another in such a way as to face a peripheral 


- 8 - 


surface of each magnetic pole of the rotor, and configured so 
that an attractive force caused from a magnetic force of the rotor 
acting between the rotor and each of the plurality of magnetic 
holding means is exerted in one of directions of rotation of the 
5 rotor in a corresponding one of angular regions, the border 
between which corresponds to a midpoint angular position in the 
rotational angle, and pushing means for maintaining a small- 
diameter exposure aperture regulating state, which is caused by 
the two shutter blades, in cooperation with the attractive force 

10 by directly or indirectly preventing rotation of the rotor when 
energization of the coil is interrupted at a diameter regulating 
position at which the rotor rotates beyond the midpoint angular 
position by a predetermined angle. 

Further, in the case of an embodiment of the shutter for 

15 digital still cameras according to the present invention, the 
pushing means is adapted so that the pushing force thereof, which 
acts in such a manner as to cause the rotor and the two shutter 
blades to operate to the midpoint angular position, does not act 
at all or hardly acts at a position where the rotor stops after 

20 the rotor rotates beyond the exposure aperture regulating 
position in a direction opposite to the midpoint angular 
position. Thus, the stopped position, at which the rotor stops, 
in the closed state, in which the exposure aperture is closed, 
can be more reliably held. 

25 Moreover, in the case of an embodiment of such a shutter 
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for digital still cameras according to the present invention, 
the pushing means is one or two torsion springs and adapted to 
be directly in contact with the two shutter blades. Thus, 
backlash due to the fitting tolerance between the driving pin 
5 of the rotor and the shutter blade is eliminated. Consequently, 
the shape of the small-diameter exposure aperture formed by the 
shutter blades can stably be obtained. 

Furthermore, in the case of an embodiment of the shutter 
for a digital still camera according to the present invention, 

10 the pushing means is a torsion spring wound around the shaft 
outside a blade chamber. The small-diameter exposure aperture 
regulating state, which is caused by the two shutter blades, is 
maintained in a state in which both end portions of the torsion 
spring face an operating locus of each of the two shutter blades 

15 in the blade chamber and are engaged with at least one of two 
base plates of the blade chamber. Thus, the configuration of 
the shutter is simplified. Consequently, a low-cost shutter is 
obtained. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

20 Other features, objects and advantages of the present 

invention will become apparent from the following description 
of a preferred embodiment with reference to the drawings in which 
like reference characters designate like or corresponding parts 
throughout several views, and in which: 
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FIG- 1 is a plan view of an embodiment of the present 
invention, which is incorporated into a camera, when viewed from 
an image-pickup-device side; 

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 

5 1; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the embodiment for 
understanding the overlapping relation among constituent 
members of the embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the embodiment in the case of using 
10 a small-diameter exposure aperture; and 

FIG. 5 is a plan view of the embodiment, which illustrates 
the closed state of shutter blades. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present invention will 
15 be described in detail by referring to FIGS. 1 to 5. This 
embodiment is a normally open shutter to which the present 
invention is applied. First, the configuration of this shutter 
is described hereinbelow by referring to FIGS. 1 to 3. A shutter 
base plate 1 is made of a synthetic resin. A blade chamber is 
20 formed between the shutter base plate 1 and an auxiliary base 
plate 2. Both the base plates 1 and 2 are attached to each other 
by screws 3 and 4. Further, circular apertures la and 2a are 
formed in the central portions of the shutter base plate 1 and 
the auxiliary base plate 2, respectively. An exposure aperture 
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is formed by concentrically arranging these apertures la and 2a. 
Furthermore, two sets of circular holes lb and 2b, and 1c and 
2c are formed so that the circular holes of each of the sets are 
respectively formed in the shutter base plate 1 and the auxiliary 
5 base plate 2 and concentrically arranged. 

A moving magnet motor is mounted on the top surface side, 
that is, the pickup-device-side of the shutter base plate 1. A 
rotor 5 is constituted by a two-pole permanent magnet magnetized 
in a radial direction. In this embodiment, each of a rotation 

10 shaft 5a and a driving pin 5b is made of a synthetic resin. 
Further, each of the rotation shaft 5 and the driving pin 5b, 
which is formed at a position in a radial direction of the rotation 
shaft 5a in such a way as to extend in parallel with the shaft 
5a, is made of a synthetic resin and integrally outsert-molded 

15 with each other. Furthermore, the two magnetic poles are 

separated by a line passing through the rotation shaft 5a and 
the driving pin 5b. Moreover, a stator frame consists of an upper 
frame 6 and a lower frame 7, each of which is made of a synthetic 
resin. Both ends of the rotation shaft 5a are bearing-supported 

20 by these frames that are attached to each other through a 

plurality of hook portions 6a (only one of which is shown in FIG. 
3) of the upper frame 6. Furthermore, an elongated hole 7a is 
formed in the lower frame 7. The driving pin 5b penetrates 
through the elongated hole 7a. Additionally, the driving pin 

25 5b penetrates through an elongated hole Id formed in the shutter 
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base plate 1 and an elongated hole 2d formed in the auxiliary 
base plate 2. Further, a coil 8 is wound therearound in such 
a manner as to cover the bearing-support portions of the upper 
frame 6 and the lower frame 7 . 
5 Moreover, the upper frame 6 is cylindrically formed, and 

a cylindrical yoke 9 is fitted into an outer peripheral portion 
thereof. Furthermore, as illustrated in FIG. 1, four iron pins 
10, 11, 12 and 13 (hereunder sometimes referred to generically 
as "holding means") are press-fitted into groove holes 6b, 6c, 

10 6d, 6e formed in the upper frame 6, respectively. Further, the 
iron pins 10 and 11 are placed at positions, which are symmetrical 
to the positions of the iron pins 12 and 13 with respect to a 
horizontal line passing through the rotation shaft 5a. 
Furthermore, the motor constructed in this way is attached to 

15 the shutter base plate 1 with two screws 14 and 15. 

Next, the configuration of the rear side of the shutter base 
plate 1 is described hereinbelow. Three shafts le, If, and Ig 
and two stoppers lh and li are formed on the shutter base plate 
1 in such a way as to be integral with one another. Among these 

20 shafts and stoppers, the end portions of the shafts le and If 
and the stopper lh are fitted into the holes formed in the 
auxiliary base plate 2 . Further, the shaft Ig penetrates through 
the hole formed in the auxiliary base plate 2 and largely 
protrudes from the rear side thereof . A spring 16 is wound around 

25 such a projection. The spring 16 has bent portions 16a and!6b 
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respectively formed at both ends thereof. As shown in FIGS> 1 
and 2, the bent portion 16a is engaged with the holes lc and 2c, 
while the bent portion 16b is engaged with the holes lb and 2b. 
As will be described in the following description, these bent 
5 portions 16a and 16b face inside the operating locus of each of 
the shutter blades, and are moved in the holes by the operations 
of the shutter blades. 

A pair of shutter blades 17 and 18 is rotatably connected 
to each of the shafts le and If, The driving pin 5b is fitted 

10 into elongated holes 17a and 18a of the shutter blades 17 and 
18. Thus, when the rotor 5 is turned counterclockwise as viewed 
in FIG. 1, the shutter blades 17 and 18 perform a closing operation. 
Thereafter, when the rotor 5 rotates clockwise, the shutter 
blades 17 and 18 perform an opening operation. Further, each 

15 of these shutter blades 17 and 18, which are of the same shape, 
has a corresponding one of diameter regulating portions 17b and 
18b for regulating a small-diameter apertures, a corresponding 
one of pushing means 17c and 18c for stretching the spring 16, 
and a corresponding one of engaging portions 17d and 18d for 

20 maintaining the stretched state of the spring 16. 

Next, an operation of this embodiment is described 
hereinbelow. The shutter blades do not cover the entire surface 
of the image pickup device except when the shutter is in a state 
caused just upon completion of photographing. Further, FIGS. 

25 1 and 2 illustrate a state in which the camera is not used, that 
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is, a power supply switch is not closed. Thus, in this state, 
naturally, a coil 8 is not energized. However, this embodiment 
is enabled to reliably maintain the rotational position of the 
rotor 5 by the action of a magnetic force of the rotor 5. 
5 That is, in this state, the magnitude of an attractive force 

acting between the N-pole of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 11 is 
larger than that of an attractive force acting between the N-pole 
of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 10. Further, the magnitude of 
an attractive force acting between the S-pole of the rotor 5 and 
10 the iron pin 12 is larger than that of an attractive force acting 
between the S-pole of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 13. Thus, 
a force for turning the rotor 5 clockwise is provided to the rotor 
5. Furthermore, the driving pin 5b pushes the shutter blades 

17 and 18 in an opening direction in which the exposure aperture 
15 is opened. However, the stopper lh prevents the shutter blade 

18 from operating, so that this state is maintained. 
Incidentally, such a state is sometimes maintained under some 
conditions even when the iron pins 10 and 12 are omitted or the 
iron pins 11 and 13 are omitted. However, in consideration of 

20 reliability, this embodiment has all of such iron pins. 

When the shutter is in the state illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 
2, the power supply switch is first closed. Among cameras each 
having a monitor, there is known a camera enabled to 
automatically set a diaphragm aperture, which meets depth- 

25 of-field requirements, by the action of a photometer or a range 
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finder when a power supply switch is closed, even in the case 
that a release button is not depressed. The present invention 
can be applied to a camera of such a type. However , the following 
description describes the case of using the shutter of the 
5 present invention in a camera of the type, in which the diaphragm 
aperture is not automatically set only by closing the power 
supply switch. Therefore, in the case of this embodiment, the 
coil 8 is not energized even when the power supply switch is closed. 
Consequently, the state illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 are 

10 maintained as it is. 

Thus, first, an operation of this embodiment in the case 
of selecting a small-diameter exposure aperture at the time of 
photographing is described hereinbelow. When a release button 
is depressed so as to take a picture, the energization of the 

15 coil 8 is started in such a manner as to supply electric current 
thereto in a forward direction, and the rotor 5 is rotated 
counterclockwise against a holding force acting between the 
rotor 5 and the holding means (or iron pins) . Further, needless 
to say, this holding force weakens as the rotor 5 rotates. 

20 Furthermore, as the rotor 5 rotates, the rotor 5 causes the 
shutter blades 17 and 18 by using the driving pin 5b to relatively 
operate, so that the aperture la is closed. 

Then, the rotor 5 reaches a midpoint angular position in 
the rotational angle by which the rotor 5 can rotate. That is, 

25 the rotor 5 reaches a position just before the position 
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illustrated in FIG . 4. Further , at the midpoint angular position, 
the border between the N-pole region and the S-pole region is 
in a horizontal position illustrated in FIG. 4. Thus, the 
positions of the iron pins 10 and 11 are symmetrical to those 
5 of the iron pins 12 and 13 with respect to the border. Therefore, 
in the case that the energization of the coil 8 for supplying 
a current thereto in a forward direction is interrupted when the 
rotor 5 reaches the midpoint angular position, theoretically, 
the rotor 5 stops at the midpoint angular position, and this 

10 stopped state of the rotor 5 is maintained, on condition that 
the inertial forces of the rotor 5 and the shutter blades 17 and 
18 are not take into consideration. 

However, it is very difficult to achieve the stopped state 
at the midpoint angular position in this way. In the case that 

15 the rotor 5 does not stop at the midpoint angular position but 
the actually stopped position of the rotor 5 is a little deviated 
from the midpoint angular position, the balance among the holding 
forces acting among the holding means is lost, so that the rotor 
5 rotates in one of the rotational directions. Therefore, to 

20 stop the rotor 5 at the midpoint angular position even when the 
balance among the holding forces is lost, the rotation of the 
rotor 5 should be regulated by two position regulating members. 
However, even in such a case, there is a problem that a 
small-diameter exposure aperture regulating state, in which the 

25 diameter of the small-diameter exposure aperture is regulated 
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by the shutter blades 17 and 18, is extremely unstable owing to 
the presence of the fitting tolerance between the driving pin 
5b and each of the elongated holes 17a and 18a of the shutter 
blades 17 and 18. 
5 Thus, this embodiment is adapted so that the rotor 5 is 

reliably stopped at a position slightly deviated in a 
counterclockwise direction from the midpoint angular position, 
instead of being stopped at the midpoint angular position, and 
that a small-diameter exposure aperture is stably obtained. 

10 That is, in the state illustrated in FIG. 4, the magnitude of 
an attractive force acting between the N-pole of the rotor 5 and 
the iron pin 10 is slightly larger than that of an attractive 
force acting between the N-pole of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 
11 . Further, the magnitude of an attractive force acting between 

15 the S-pole of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 13 is slightly larger 
than that of an attractive force acting between the S-pole of 
the rotor 5 and the iron pin 12. Consequently, a force for 
causing the rotor 5 to rotate counterclockwise is exerted on the 
rotor 5. Therefore, the shutter blades 17 and 18 are pushed in 

20 a closing direction, in which these blades are closed, by the 
driving pin 5b. 

Further, the pushing portions 17c and 18c of the shutter 
blades 17 and 18 are in contact with the bent portions 16a and 
16b of the spring 16. However, the magnitude of the pushing force 

25 of the spring 16 is larger than that of the force causing the 
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shutter blades 17 and 18 to close. Thus, this state illustrated 
in FIG. 4 is maintained during the non-energization state of the 
coil. Furthermore, the driving pin 5b and the spring 16 push 
the shutter blades 17 and 18 in opposite directions. Thus, the 
5 problem due to the fitting tolerance between the driving pin 5b 
and each of the elongated holes 17a and 18a does not occur. 
Consequently, the exposure aperture regulating portions 17b and 
18b appropriately maintain the small-diameter exposure 
aperture . 

10 The small-diameter exposure aperture is formed in this way. 

Subsequently, a photographing start signal is supplied to the 
image pickup device. Further, when a predetermined 
photographing time elapses, a control circuit issues a closing 
signal for closing the shutter blades 17 and 18. In response 

15 to this signal, the energization of the coil 8 is started again 
in such a manner as to supply a current in a forward direction 
thereto. Thus, the rotor 5 is rotated counterclockwise still 
more from the position illustrated in FIG. 4. The aperture la 
is closed by the shutter blades 17 and 18, as illustrated in FIG. 

20 5. Then, the photographing is finished. The rotation of the 
rotor 5 is stopped by causing an end portion of the shutter blade 
17 to abut against the stopper li. Incidentally, when the 
shutter blades 17 and 18 are closed from the position illustrated 
in FIG. 4, these shutter blades are moved against the pushing 

25 force of the spring 16. Thus, the closing operation is 
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preferably achieved by setting the current value of electric 
current, which is supplied to the coil 8 at that time, (or by 
setting the voltage value) to larger than that supplied in the 
case that the closing operation is performed until the rotor 5 
5 is rotated to the exposure aperture regulating position. 

Although the present invention inhibits the coil 8 from 
being energized in the state illustrated in FIG. 5 in such a way 
as to supply electric current in a forward direction thereto, 
the energization of the coil 8 for supplying electric current 

10 thereto in a forward direction is interrupted in this embodiment 
for the purpose of saving the power consumption, so that the Coil 
8 is put into a non-energized state. Further, even in such case, 
the state illustrated in FIG. 5 is reliably maintained for the 
following reason. That is, in this state, the magnitude of an 

15 attractive force acting between the N-pole of the rotor 5 and 
the iron pin 10 is larger than an attractive force acting between 
the N~pole of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 11. Moreover, the 
magnitude of an attractive force acting between the S-pole of 
the rotor 5 and the iron pin 13 is larger than an attractive force 

20 acting between the S-pole of the rotor 5 and the iron pin 12. 
Thus, a force causing the rotor 5 to rotate counterclockwise is 
provided thereto. On the other hand, the bent portions 16a and 
16b of the spring 16 are in contact with the engaging portions 
17d and 18d, which are formed like arcs respectively centered 

25 on the shafts le and If, of the shutter blades 17 and 18. Thus, 
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the pushing force for pushing the shutter blades 17 and 18 in 
a direction, in which these blades open, does not act at all. 
Even when slightly acts thereon, the magnitude of such a force 
is far smaller than that of the force caused by the holding means . 
5 Incidentally, as is understood from this, in the case of 

this embodiment, the timing, with which the energizing of the 
coil 8 is interrupted, can be set so that the energization thereof 
is interrupted before the shutter blades 17 and 18 close the 
aperture la and stop. That is, unless the magnitude of a 

10 resultant force of the force, which is caused due to the presence 
of the holding means in such a way as to rotate the rotor 5 
counterclockwise, and the inertial forces of the shutter blades 
17 and 18 is smaller than the force of the spring 16, which causes 
the rotor 5 to rotate clockwise, the shutter blades 17 and 18 

15 continue to perform the closing operation until each of these 
blades reach the closed position illustrated in FIG. 5. However, 
preferably, the closing operation is achieved as quickly as 
possible. Thus, it is not preferable that the energization of 
the coil is interrupted well before these blades 17 and 18 close 

20 the aperture la. 

When data representing a result of the photographing is 
stored in a storage device after the aperture la is closed in 
this manner, the shutter blades 17 and 18 are caused to perform 
the opening operation. In this case, conversely to the 

25 aforementioned case, the energization of the coil 8 is performed 
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in such a manner as to supply electric current in a reverse 
direction. Therefore, a force causing the rotor 5 to rotate 
clockwise is provided thereto. Thus, the rotor 5 is rotated 
clockwise against the holding force of the holding means, which 
5 causes these blades to move to the closed position. After 
passing through the position illustrated in FIG. 4, the rotor 
5 is stopped by causing the shutter blade 18 to abut against the 
stopper Ih. Further, the larger the current value of electric 
current (or the voltage value of a voltage) supplied to the coil 

10 8 becomes, the more quickly the opening operation of the shutter 
blades 17 and 18 is achieved at that time. Further, subsequently, 
the energization of the coil 8 is interrupted, so that the shutter 
is reset to the state illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. This state 
is maintained until the next photographing is performed in the 

15 aforementioned manner. 

Incidentally, needless to say, even when the energization 
of the coil 8 is interrupted after the rotor 5 rotates beyond 
the midpoint angular position halfway through the opening 
operation, the rotor 5 is returned to the state illustrated in 

20 FIG. 1 by the action of the attractive force acting between the 
rotor 5 and the holding means. Further, in the case where the 
shutter is set in this embodiment so that the photographing is 
successively performed, and in the case that the small-diameter 
exposure aperture is automatically set when the power supply 

25 switch is closed, differently from the case of this embodiment, 
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the rotor is stopped at the position illustrated in FIG. 4 and 
the shutter gets ready for the next photographing at this 
position when the energization of the coil 8 is interrupted at 
the time, at which the rotor 5 reaches close to the position 
5 illustrated in FIG. 4 in the course of the resetting operation. 

Next, the case of photographing by using the large-diameter 
exposure aperture la, namely, the exposure aperture without 
selecting the small-diameter exposure aperture in the 
aforementioned manner is described hereinbelow. Incidentally, 

10 parts of the following description, which may overlap with the 
foregoing description of the case of selecting the small- 
diameter aperture, are omitted or simplified. First, when a 
release button is depressed so as to take a picture, a 
photographing start signal is immediately supplied to the image 

15 pickup device, such as CCD, in this case. Then, after a lapse 
of a predetermined photographing time, the control circuit 
issues a closing signal to each of the shutter blades 17 and 
18. Thus, the energization of the coil 8 is started in such 
a manner as to supply electric current thereto in a forward 

20 direction, and thus the rotor 5 is rotated counterclockwise from 
the position illustrated in FIG. 1. 

Consequently, the shutter blades 17 and 18 are relatively 
actuated by the driving pin 5b to thereby close the aperture la. 
However, even when the blades 17 and 18 reach the position 

25 illustrated in FIG. 4, these shutter blades do not stop. The 
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pushing portions 17c and 18c push the bent portions 16a and 16b. 
Thus, the same operation is continued. Then, even in the case 
that the energization of the coil 8 is interrupted when these 
blades reach the position illustrated in FIG. 5, the rotor 5 is 
5 not rotated clockwise by the pushing force of the spring 16. That 
is, this state is maintained. Further, as described above, the 
timing, with which the energization of the coil 8 is interrupting, 
may be set so that the energization thereof is interrupted 
immediately before the shutter blade 17 abuts against the stopper 

10 li. Then, after the shutter blades 17 and 18 close the aperture 
la, data representing a result of the photographing is stored 
in the storage device. Subsequently, the shutter is reset. 
Such an operation performed in this case is substantially the 
same as that in the case of selecting the small-diameter exposure 

15 aperture. 

Meanwhile, even in the case that a relatively large number 
of holding means are provided in the shutter like this embodiment, 
and that the fully open state and the closed state of the aperture 
la are thus reliably maintained, this is achieved by utilizing 

20 only the magnetic force of the rotor 5. Thus, it is not ensured 
that the positions of the shutter blades 17 and 18, namely, the 
rotational position of the rotor 5 are normal positions 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 5 at the moment at which the 
energization of the coil 8, which has been in the non-energized 

25 state, is started. Moreover, because a time period, in which 
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the shutter is in the state illustrated in FIG. 5, is very short, 
there is almost no likelihood that the shutter blades 17 and 18, 
and the rotor 5 are not in the normal positions. Even when such 
an unfavorable situation occurs, the shutter is then reset to 
5 the state illustrated in FIG. 1. Consequently, there is no 
problems in particular. However, when such an unfavorable 
situation occurs during the shutter is in the state illustrated 
in FIG. l f there is a fear that a serious problem occurs. 
Thus, now consider the case that such an unfavorable 

10 situation occurs when the small-diameter exposure aperture is 
selected. It is preliminarily determined according to design 
specifications how long a forward current for energization is 
supplied to the coil 8 so as to rotate the rotor 5, which has 
been in the position illustrated in FIG. 1, and as to then stop 

15 the rotor 5 in the position illustrated in FIG. 4. Therefore, 
in the case that the rotor 5 is rotated counterclockwise from 
the position illustrated in FIG. 1 when the energization of the 
coil 8 is started in such a way as to supply a current in a forward 
direction, the rotor 5 is rotated counterclockwise by a 

20 considerable amount from the position illustrated in FIG. 4. 
Thus, the bent portions 16a and 16b of the spring 16 may be in 
contact with the engaging portions 17d and 18d of the shutter 
blades 17 and 18. Further, when the energization of the coil 
8 is interrupted, the magnitude of the force acting between this 

25 spring and the holding means in such a way as to attract and return 
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the blades to the closed position is larger than the pushing force 
of the spring 16, the rotor 5 does not return to the position 
illustrated in FIG. 4 but is rotated to the position thereof 
illustrated in FIG. 5. That is, the shutter is brought into a 
5 state to be caused just upon completion of photographing. 

Thus, to prevent an occurrence of such a phenomenon, 
although the set-up of the shautter is a little time-consuming, 
it is sufficient that the energization of the coil 8 in such a 
manner as to supply a current thereto in a reverse direction is 

10 performed for a predetermined time before the energization of 
the coil 8 having been in the state illustrated in FIG. 1 is 
performed in such a manner as to supply a current thereto in a 
forward direction, and that therefore, the energization of the 
coil 8 for supplying a current thereto in a forward direction 

15 is performed after the rotor 5 is pushed in such a way as to rotate 
clockwise by once performing the energization of the coil 8 for 
a predetermined time in such a manner as to supply a current 
thereto in a reverse direction. Furthermore, in the case of 
photographing by using a large-diameter exposure aperture, a 

20 similar phenomenon presents a serious problem. In such a case, 
it is sufficient that the energization of the coil 8 for supplying 
a current thereto in a reverse direction is once performed before 
a photographing start signal is provided to the image pickup 
device . 

25 Incidentally, the aforementioned embodiment is adapted so 
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that the energization of the coil 8 for supplying a current in 
a forward direction is interrupted in a state in which the shutter 
blades 17 and 18 are closed. However, the present invention is 
applicable to the case that the energization of the coil 8 for 
5 supplying a current thereto in a forward direction is continued 
until the energization thereof for supplying a current thereto 
in a reverse direction is performed. Further, although the 
aforementioned embodiment is adapted so that the single spring 
16 can push the shutter blades 17 and 18, this single spring 16 

10 may be replaced with two separate springs . Moreover, this spring 
16 may be wound around the shaft lg in the blade chamber. 
Furthermore, although the aforementioned embodiment is adapted 
so that the spring 16 can directly push the shutter blades 17 
and 18, these shutter blades may be pushed by this spring through 

15 another constituent member. Additionally, the present 

invention does not inhibit the shutter from being adapted so that 
the spring 16 directly pushes the rotor 5. However, according 
to the embodiment, the configuration of the entire shutter is 
simplified. Moreover, the assembling of the shutter is 

20 facilitated. Furthermore, the predetermined functions can 
reliably be realized. 

As described above, according to the present invention, 
there is provided a shutter for a digital camera, in which a single 
moving magnet motor having a permanent magnet rotor adapted to 

25 reciprocatingly rotate within a predetermined rotation angle 
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range according to a direction of flow of electric current 
supplied to a stator coil uses a driving pin integrally provided 
with the rotor to thereby cause two relatively operating shutter 
blades to perform opening and closing operations . Moreover, the 
5 shutter of the present invention is enabled by an extremely 
simple configuration to accurately stop each shutter blade at 
the three positions, namely, the fully opened position, the 
exposure aperture regulating position, and to preferably 
maintain the stopped state of each of the shutter blades. Thus, 

10 the shutter of the present invention is extremely advantageous 
in cost reduction and miniaturization of a shutter for digital 
still cameras. Moreover, the shutter of the present invention 
can reliably maintain the stopped state of the rotor at all the 
three positions without energizing the stator coil. 

15 Consequently, the shutter of the present invention is extremely 
advantageous in saving the power consumption of a shutter. 

Although the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
have been described above, it should be understood that the 
present invention is not limited thereto and that other 

20 modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

The scope of the present invention, therefore, should be 
determined solely by the appended claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A shutter for digital still cameras, comprising: 

a motor having a stator including an energizing coil, 
having a rotor constituted by a two-pole permanent magnet and 
capable of reciprocatingly moving by a predetermined rotational 
angle correspondingly to a direction in which a current is 
supplied to said coil, and having a driving pin integrally 
provided with said rotor and extending in parallel with a 
rotation shaft of said rotor; 

two shutter blades capable of being relatively moved by 
said driving pin to open and close an exposure aperture; 

a plurality of magnetic holding means respectively disposed 
against each magnetic pole of said rotor, and configured so that 
an attractive force caused from a magnetic force of said rotor 
acting between said rotor and each of said plurality of magnetic 
holding means is exerted to rotate said rotor in either direction 
from a midpoint angular position in the rotational angle; and 

forcing means capable of directly or indirectly preventing 
rotation of said rotor, and maintaining a small-diameter 
exposure aperture regulating state by said two shutter blades 
in cooperation with the attractive force, when energization of 
said coil is interrupted at an exposure aperture regulating 
position at which said rotor rotates beyond the midpoint angular 
position by a predetermined angle. 
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2. A shutter for digital still cameras according to claim 1, 
wherein the urging force of said forcing means which acts so as 
to cause said rotor and said two shutter blades to operate to 
the midpoint angular position, does not act at all or hardly acts 

5 at a position where said rotor stops after said rotor rotates 
beyond the exposure aperture regulating position in a direction 
opposite to the midpoint angular position. 

3. A shutter for digital still cameras according to claim 1 or 
2, wherein said forcing means is one or two torsion springs and 
adapted to be directly in contact with said two shutter blades. 

4. A shutter for digital still cameras according to claim 1 or 
2 r wherein said forcing means is a torsion spring wound around 
said shaft outside a blade chamber, and wherein the small- 
diameter aperture regulating state, which is caused by said two 

5 shutter blades, is maintained in a state in which both end 
portions of said torsion spring are positioned respectively on 
an operating locus of each of said two shutter blades in said 
blade chamber and are engaged with at least one of two base plates 
of said blade chamber. 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A rotor is constituted by a two-pole permanent magnet, and 
enabled to rotate by a predetermined angle in a direction 
corresponding to the direction of electric current supplied to 
a stator coil. Two shutter blades are moved by a driving pin 
which is integrally provided with the rotor, to perform opening 
and closing operations. A fully opened state and a closed state, 
which are obtained by such operations, are maintained by an 
attractive force, which is obtained from a magnetic force of the 
rotor and acts between the rotor and each of four iron pins, even 
when the stator coil is not energized. Further, an exposure 
aperture regulating position established by a closing operation 
of the two shutter blades is beyond a midpoint position 
corresponding to an intermediate state from the fully opened 
state to the closed state. Moreover, an exposure aperture 
regulating state is maintained by the attractive force, which 
acts during a non-energized state of the stator coil so as to 
cause the shutter blades to close, and the urging force of a 
spring . 
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